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August 16, 2021 
 
 
Dear New Bedford Public Schools Students, Parents/Guardians, and Staff, 
 
Several of our students will begin school in a few days while most will enter our buildings on September 2. The 

excitement and energy at this time of the year is always refreshing as we prepare for a new school year. 

Although we have been tremendously challenged by this pandemic over the last year and half, it has galvanized 

our school community- bringing people closer in many ways. We managed this seemingly impossible task to have 

students physically in school since September 2020.   Together, we have rallied and proven that we know how to 

be compassionate and collaborative.  

Based on the recent reports of the increased transmission of the new Delta strand of the COVID-19 virus, it is 

clear that the pandemic will still be around, and we will face continued challenges in the upcoming school year. 

After more than a year and a half, the COVID-19 protocols and restrictions feel tiresome and never-ending. Like 

many of you, I would like to discard the masks and return to pre-pandemic life.  I am confident that we will 

eventually get there, but it is going to take more time. As always, health and safety remain our top priority in 

New Bedford Public Schools, and safely conducting the teaching and learning process without interrupting in-

person instruction is our goal. 

Although we are clear that there will be a variety of approaches to addressing the safety and well-being in 

schools locally and across the country, individual health will not be compromised.  Despite different approaches 

to health and safety in area public school districts, New Bedford Public Schools will return to indoor mask-

wearing.  

• Effective August 25, 2021, all students, staff, and visitors—regardless of vaccination status—must wear 

masks indoors while in any New Bedford Public Schools’ facility.  

• Face-masks will not be required: (1) when outside; (2) when an individual works alone or in a segregated 

space; or (3) there are underlying conditions or extenuating circumstances as outlined last year. 

This updated mask guidance is consistent with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

recommendations.  If you have questions about the upcoming school year, please see the NBPS FAQ on our 

website: newbedfordschools.org to learn more. 

Even as the pandemic continues to challenge us, there is so much for us to look forward to this coming school 

year!  We have such a caring school community and I feel blessed to work with the students and staff in our 

schools. I look forward to welcoming you all back soon, and I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer! 

Please call your student’s school with any questions or review the following link for additional information:  

• https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/on-desktop.html 

• https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/faq/ 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Thomas Anderson 
Superintendent 
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